
Montana Rural Hospital Engineering Internship Program 
Student Application 

Sponsored by: 

Montana Health Research and Education Foundation, 
Montana Office of Rural Health, 

and 
Montana State University Mechanical and Industrial Engineering Department

Program Synopsis 
Engineering students will conduct rapid process improvement projects at approximately four rural 
hospitals across the state of Montana.  Prior to deployment, students will receive education and training in 
Lean Healthcare concepts, principles, and tools; and their application to hospital operations.  Students will 
then spend two-weeks at each of four sites to implement a focused process improvement project for each 
facility.  Student work will be supervised by an industrial engineer via distance communication 
technology.  The program will run from May 16th through August 12th with days off provided during the 
weeks of Memorial Day and July 4th.  

Eligibility 
Students must be at least juniors in good standing in an engineering program, must have a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 2.75, and must have successfully completed EIND 313: Work Design and Analysis, 
and either EIND 354: Engineering Probability and Statistics I or EGEN 350: Applied Engineering Data 
Analysis.  Successful completion of EIND 458: Production Engineering and Management is desirable, but 
not required.  

The successful applicant will demonstrate strong initiative, an ability to work independently, intrinsic 
motivation to work in healthcare, excellent communication and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn, 
and a high degree of responsibility to see projects through to completion.  Students must provide their 
own transportation. 

Job Expectations 
Engineering interns will: 
x Maintain valid health insurance, vehicle insurance and driver’s license.
x Pass a background investigation as required.
x Complete initial training on-site with MSU Faculty and Coach on April 15, 2022 (University Day).
x Read required materials and complete final training on-site at MSU during Finals week (May 9-13,

2022). This will be scheduled around final exams as to not conflict.
x Report to first internship site at Deer Lodge Medical Center May 16, 2022.
x Be responsive to the facility’s project contact and cooperate with management and other personnel at

the host facility to achieve the facility’s objectives for the project.
x Act and dress professionally in all interactions with facility personnel and faculty supervisor.
x Comply with all facility regulations, including patient confidentiality measures, drug testing,

background checks and proof of immunizations.
x Work diligently to achieve the project objectives and follow the advice of their mentors.
x Complete all requested reports, by the assigned deadline.
x Report any concerns or issues to the faculty supervisor in a timely manner.

Compensation 
Engineering interns will receive a stipend of $7,920 paid in three installments.  In addition, each host 
facility will provide housing at no cost to the intern and a modest meal allowance. 



Internship Application Form 

Contact Information 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________________________________________�
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:�_____________________________   

Education 
Major:�________________________________________ GPA:�_________ 
Institution:___________________________________________________________________ 
Expected Graduation Date:�________________ 

&RXUVH�3UHSDUDWLRQ��
EIND 313: semester taken: _______________ Grade: _________ 
EIND 354 (or EGEN 350):  semester taken: _______________ Grade: _________ 
EIND 458:  semester taken: _______________ Grade: _________ 

Essay 
Please attach written responses to the following questions on the next page: 

1. What is your interest in working in the healthcare sector?
2. Please describe one or more experiences that illustrate your self-motivation and ability to

work independently and see projects through to completion.

Resume 
Please attach a 1-2 page resume as the last page of combined PDF file. 

Signature 
I attest that the information provided in this application is true and accurate according to my 
knowledge at this time.  

Signed: _____________________________________________________  Date: ____________ 

Submit combine PDF application via email to: Dr. Bernadette McCrory, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering; Bernadettte.McCrory@montana.edu   

Application deadline: March 31st, 2022 (midnight) 
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Essay 

1. What is your interest in working in the healthcare sector?

2. Please describe one or more experiences that illustrate your self-motivation and ability to
work independently and see projects through to completion.

Resume: Attach your 1-2 page Resume as the final section, then submit to Dr. McCrory at bernadette.mccrory@montana.edu  


	Name: Nejc Sitar
	Address 1: 1711 Soth 11th Ave. Apt. 226
	Address 2: 
	Phone Number: 406 219 6413
	Major: Industrial and Management Systems Engineering
	GPA: 3.95
	Institution: Montana State University
	Expected Graduation Date: December 2022
	EIND 313 semester taken: Spring 2020
	Grade: 4.0
	EIND 354 or EGEN 350  semester taken: Fall 2020
	Grade_2: 4.0
	EIND 458  semester taken: Spring 2021
	Grade_3: 4.0
	Date2_af_date: 3.6.2022
	Text3: In my opinion, healthcare is one of the most rewarding industries to work in. In most industries other than healthcare, the overall goal is to deliver a product that meets customer requirements and generates profit. However, in healthcare the main product is humans. Furthermore, customers who require healthcare services are usually more vulnerable than most people because of their health, or any other conditions. 
Unfortunately, I have already been a healthcare customer several times. Whenever I was in the hospital, I felt very vulnerable and scared. In those situations, I realized that my personal health is one of the most important things in your life (if you crash your car, you can always get a new one, but you have only one "strike" available with your life) and you are willing to do whatever it takes to make it better. Luckily, I was very fortunate that I was served by very professional doctors and healthcare services so that I was able to successfully recover from all my injuries. 
After the successful recovery, I could not be more grateful and thankful to everyone who helped me through my recovery process. 
That is one of the main reasons why I would like to work in the healthcare industry. I would like to have an opportunity to use my skills and knowledge to implement improvements on the healthcare systems and be a part of the many success stories like mine in the future!

	Text4: As an international student coming from a small European country called Slovenia, the odds were never really in my favor. Because of the high tuition costs of Universities in the United States of America, my family would not be able to support my education journey. However, I was very fortunate that my parents invested a lot of time and resources into my tennis career. With hard work, and dedication I was able to develop my tennis game to the level, where I got recognized by the Montana State Men’s Tennis coach that has offered me an athletic scholarship. Furthermore, with the hard work in the classroom, I was able to achieve a high GPA (My current GPA is 3.95) and earn some academic scholarships as well, which enabled me to achieve my dream of studying in the USA, without financially burdening my parents. 
All my internship experiences were mostly structured within a teamwork environment. I believe that a well-organized team can achieve superior results than a group of individuals. However, as an international student coming to a completely new environment (different country, different language, different culture) most of my work in the first year of my education process was individually based. The one quality that I have learned from my athletic experience is that success is always earned, and never given. To complete a project successfully, you need to be willing to put your time, work, and your passion into the project. However, the feeling of accomplishment after completion of a project is something that fuels me and makes me happy. I have learned that there could be many “bumps” on the road to success. Nevertheless, that only makes the enjoyment of the project completion even bigger. That is probably one of the main reasons, why I have never given up on any project regarding its level of difficulty. 



