Organization Name 
Infection Control Committee and Infection Prevention and Control Program

Letter of Authority

The Infection Control Committee is a standing, multi-disciplinary committee of the professional staff whose purpose is to provide the framework and resources for a comprehensive Infection Prevention and Control Program.  It, therefore, has the responsibility to make decisions, to implement programs to effect maximum protection from infections for all persons (including patients and residents, personnel, professional staff, volunteers, students and the public), and to design and implement policies that relate to infection prevention and control. 

The Infection Prevention Officer, through the Chair of the Infectious Disease Committee has the authority to:

· Initiate and conduct epidemiological investigations, which includes reviewing charts and any applicable documents, and inspecting all premises of (Name of Facility or Facilities)
· Establish surveillance/record keeping monitors for healthcare associated infections, multi-drug resistant organisms, and sentinel events related to infection prevention and control. 

· Institute any appropriate control measure for the limitation or containment of infections

· Initiate training programs and develop related policies and procedures, using evidenced based guidelines and in accordance with regulatory standards or requirements

· Develop and enforce mandatory infection prevention and control standards

· Determine work restrictions for employees who have had exposure to or have illness from an acute infectious disease

In consultation with the Medical Director of Infection Prevention (or designated alternate), the Infection Prevention Officer (or designated alternate) has the authority to alter techniques, order tests, restrict visitors, stop work in progress, as well as institute any other measure necessary for the prevention and control of infections. This authority will be exercised in accordance with hospital policy, CDC guidelines, and State/Federal regulations.
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