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PURPOSE: 
To promote holistic care of hospitalized patients and ensure visitation rights for all patients in accordance with Critical Access Hospital regulations.
POLICY: 
Prairie Community Hospital (PCH) recognizes that visitation of family members and/or significant others are an important aspect of the holistic care of our patients. PCH does not restrict, limit, or otherwise deny visitation privileges on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability.  While PCH does not strictly adhere to set visiting hours, visitors will be encouraged to keep in mind the best interests of the patient’s wishes and condition, as well as their schedule for treatments, tests, and medical and nursing care. Nursing discretion will be used in determining if an overnight stay by family and/or significant other(s) is acceptable and/or appropriate.   
PROCEDURE: 
· Visiting hours shall not be restricted unless requested by the patient or the patient’s representative or unless ordered by the patient’s attending physician or his/her designee.
· Upon admission, the RN will inform the patient (or support person, if appropriate) of their visitation rights.  The patient (or support person, if appropriate) will be asked if he/she wants any visitor or release of information restrictions.  

· Visitation should not interfere with the patient’s medical care. Nursing staff may request that visitors remain in the waiting room while routine nursing care is performed.

· Overnight stays by family and/or significant other(s) may be allowed in certain situations. Some situations where an overnight stay by family and/or significant other(s) may be appropriate include, but are not limited to:

· A parent staying with a sick child

· An immediate relative staying with an ill patient

· Family member(s) or caregivers staying with a confused/demented patient

· Family member(s) or caregivers staying with a critically or terminally ill patient

· Cots and/or recliner chair for family and/or significant others are not permitted in any of the semi-private (double-occupancy) rooms when there are two patients in the room.

· Cots and recliner chairs will be supplied to families on a first-come, first-serve basis, however, priority will be given to families of ill children and families of critically ill or terminally ill patients.

