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Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to describe the guidelines governing the automatic cessation of certain drug classes.

Policy:

All orders for medications are automatically stopped when a patient goes to the operating room or the delivery room.  Following surgery or obstetrical procedures, postoperative orders will be written. A provider order to resume previous orders will not be accepted.   

Drugs in the following classifications are subject to stop orders 72 hours after the initial order:

· Antibiotics

· Anticoagulants

· Antineoplastics

· Hypnotics and Sedatives

· Controlled substances (schedule II and III)

· Oxytocics

Exception:  If the original order for drugs other than controlled substances II and III is written with a definite dosage and time limitation, the stop order becomes effective at the termination of the specified period.

The provider prescribing such a drug will be notified 24 hours prior to the automatic stop to either reorder, change, or discontinue the drug within the next 24 hours.

