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Purpose:  

To establish guidelines for medical management that includes conditions requiring medical consultation and or patient referral.

Policy:  

The scope of medical acts which may be undertaken by each Physician Assistant, Nurse Practitioner or Clinical Nurse Specialists is outlined in their clinical delineation and their utilization plan.  In addition to this scope of services a review of the hospitals utilization patterns in the emergency room is conducted on an annual basis to establish guidelines for consultation and/or referral.

Guidelines for consultation include:

After initial assessment and interventions to stabilize the patient condition the following types of patients should be considered for consultation with either a primary care physician or a specialists.

· Patients presenting with signs, symptoms and diagnostic testing consistent with an acute myocardial infarction..

· Obstetrical patients presenting in active labor, either per-term or term or with premature rupture of membranes.

· Patients presenting with respiratory distress incompletely resolved by emergency measures.

Guidelines for referral:

After initial assessment and interventions to stabilize the patients condition the following types of patients should be considered for referral to a secondary or tertiary care center.

· Patients presenting with signs and symptoms consistent with psychiatric conditions should be assessed, stabilized and referred.

· Patients presenting with an acute myocardial infarction receiving thromobolytic therapy.

· Patients presenting with neurological symptoms requiring the skills of a neuro-surgeon.

· Patients presenting with multi-system trauma.

· Patients presenting with pre-term labor and/or premature rupture of membranes in a pregnancy 36 weeks or less.

· Patients presenting with 30% 2nd and 10% 3rd degree burns.

· Patients presenting with complicated orthopedic injuries probably requiring surgical intervention.

Clinical Reference


The clinical reference selected for use in the Emergency Department is Emergency Medicine, A Comprehensive Study Guide, 5th Edition, Tintinalli, Kelen, Stapczynski, American Academy of Emergency Physicians, McGraw Hill.

