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POLICY: Fully stocked crash carts will be available in the Emergency Department, Cardiopulmonary, Perioperative Services, and in the outpatient room on the second floor for response to cardiopulmonary emergencies.
Purpose: To have readily available, in a contained, portable cart, the necessary equipment and supplies to treat a cardiopulmonary emergency.
Procedure:
1. Crash cart par levels are established collaboratively by the Acute Care Manager, Pharmacy Manager, and Cardiopulmonary Supervisor and re-evaluated based on input from healthcare providers utilizing the carts. 
2. Crash carts are locked between usage with numbered breakaway locks and labels indicating drug outdates provided by pharmacy.
3. Crash carts are checked by the team lead, supervisor or designee as appropriate each shift for the presence of a numbered breakaway lock and the correct functioning of the defibrillator by discharging the defibrillator into itself at 100 joules/or per manufacture recommendations.
4. This check along with the lock number/presence of temporary lock and staff signature is then recorded on the crash cart check list on the cart.
5. Crash carts which have been opened during a shift are to be checked against the par lists, restocked, and locked with at temporary lock by the charge nurse or other assigned staff before leaving the shift.
6. Crash carts will be reviewed for outdates and par levels the first of each month.  Acute Care Nursing will be responsible for the crash carts in the Emergency Department.  Cardiopulmonary staff will be responsible for the crash cart in the Cardiopulmonary and outpatient room. Perioperative Nursing will be responsible for the crash cart in the Perioperative Services Department. Par level/outdate lists will be turned in to the appropriate department manager by the fifth day of each month.
7. Medication outdates are monitored by Pharmacy personnel.
8. Laryngoscope blades that have been used on a patient are sent to sterile processing for cleaning and replaced by alternate from the restock bin, if available.
9. Temporary blue locks are located on top of the carts and should be used if pharmacy is unavailable to provide numbered locks and labels at the time they are relocked.  Pharmacy will be notified that the cart has been opened, restocked, and locked with a temporary blue lock.
10. Numbered locks should replace the temporary locks at the earliest opportunity by pharmacy.
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