BIG HORN COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
COMPETENCY CHECKLIST


Discontinuing an IV

Student Name:____________________________________ Date Completed:__________________
	Procedure Step
	Rationale
	Performed Yes  No
	Proficiency/
Comments

	Pre-Procedure
	
	
	
	

	1.  Gather equipment: 2×2 sterile gauze, tape, clean gloves.
	
	    Y
	      N
	

	2. Wash hands and don gloves.
	Maintains infection control and Standard Precautions.
	    Y
	     N
	

	3. Explain procedure to patient.
	Alleviates patient’s concern and gains cooperation.
	    Y
	     N
	

	Procedure
	
	    
	     
	

	4. Stop infusion.  Record IV intake.
	Prevents getting bed wet.
	    Y
	     N
	

	5. Loosen dressing and tape.


	Minimizes trauma to puncture site.
	    Y
	     N
	

	6.  Stabilize catheter while removing dressing and tape.
	Prevents unnecessary movements that could injure the vein.
	    Y
	     N
	

	7.  Hold sterile gauze over site and remove catheter carefully and smoothly, keeping it almost flush with skin. Do not put pressure on catheter while it is still in vein.
	Pressure on the catheter could cause injury to the vein.
	    Y
	     N
	

	8.  Immediately press a 2×2 sterile gauze over the site. Continue to apply firm pressure until bleeding stops.
	Stops bleeding and lessens the risk of contact with blood.
	    Y 
	     N
	

	9.  If the patient is on medication that prolongs bleeding time, maintain pressure for several minutes.
	Patients taking aspirin or anticoagulants take a longer time to clot and are prone to bruising.
	    Y  
	     N
	

	10.  Replace with a clean pad and tape in place.
	Maintains infection control and patient comfort.
	    Y
	     N
	

	11.  Elevate patient’s arm to reduce venous pressure and to facilitate clot formation. Do not bend patient’s elbow.
	Bending the elbow may cause a hematoma formation.
	    Y
	     N
	

	12.  Observe venipuncture site for redness, swelling, or hematoma.
	Ensures early treatment of complications.
	    Y
	     N
	

	13.  Dispose of equipment and gloves  properly.

	Maintains infection control and safety.
	    Y
	     N
	

	Post-Procedure
	
	
	
	

	14.   Wash your hands.
	Maintains infection control.
	    Y
	     N
	

	15.  Check site again in 15 minutes.
	Ensures proper documentation and recognition of any impending complications.
	    Y
	     N
	

	16.  Document procedure & Record volume infused on intake and output record.
	Documents result of infusion.  Include date, time, patient response, condition of catheter, signature or initials
	    Y
	     N
	


Student successfully and proficiently completed this task:     YES     NO 
Additional Comments:________________________________________________________________
Signed: (Evaluator): ___________________________________________________________________
Evaluator: _________________________________________________________________________
Student: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Developed: 3/10/2009
Checklist for Discontinuing an IV – Developed 3/10/2009
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